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Greetings,

This past weekend, |
was out biking with my
family along the Lake,
and | am struck each
time by the sheer
inspiring beauty of our
natural world.

't really do
better than getting
outdoors and enjoying a
beautiful sunset
overlooking a

magnificent lake,

stream, or wetland.

Summer is a wonderful
time to get outdoors and
enjoy the wonderful
sights. There are many
locations right off your
back door to enjoy. The
Sauk River Watershed
area has many sights to
be explored. |
encourage you this
summer to get out and
experience this for
yourself.

| have included to the
right some interesting
facts about watersheds
and the Sauk River
Watershed.

We are very fortunate to
have such wonderful
natural resources in
central Minnesota.

So as you are out this
summer take some time
to enjoy the natural
wonders that can be
found right out your
back door.
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The Sauk River is categorized as a havigable canoe route by the MN
DNR. The River begins at the outlet of Lake Osakis and meanders
125 miles to outlet in the Mississippi River in St. Cloud.

The River drops 328 feet from its initial elevation of 1,320 feet
above sea level at the headwaters to 992 feet above sea level where it
joins the Mississippi River.

The River appeals to all levels of recreational canoeing .

This summer, the Sauk River Watershed District will canoe the
Middle Sauk region which encompasses a 65 mile stretch of the
river.

The information gathered will help the SRWD to determine where
erosion is occurring and restoration is needed. The data captured
will also help to aid in the efforts for future grant funding
applications.

Specifically we will be estimating the soil loss, and marking the sites
for historical data. The information gathered will help determine if
the erosion is coming from natural processes or from other sources.

A full description of the Sauk River Canoe route can be found at
www.mndnr.gov/watert_trails.

Did you know this about the Sauk River Watershed

The Watershed is 75 miles in length and up to 280 miles wide
in areas.

The Watershed covers 667,000 acres or approximately 1,041
square miles.

# of Lakes by County: Douglas (26), Meeker, (0), Pope (13),
Stearns (139), Todd (65) (243 lakes total coving 35,700 acres).

1,800 miles of streams and rivers.

The Sauk River drops about 340 feet in elevation from Lake
Osakis to the Mississippi River and meanders over 120 miles in
length.

The headwaters of the Sauk River is Osakis Lake (largest lake i
the watershed covering 6, 768 acres) .

There are 3 major dams along the River.
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Calendar of Summer Events

District Staff will be involved in the following list of events. Stop by and see what we have to offer or let us know what
issues are concerning you about water quality within the watershed.

Summer Events Schedule

SRWD Board meetings are held the third Tuesday of
every month at the District office unless posted
otherwise. Public is welcome to attend.

Todd Fogter Appointed to vy 10 700

June 15 7:00 pm

SRWD Board of Managers iy so

August 17 7:00 pm

Stearns County Commissioners appointed Todd Foster as a
representative on the Sauk River Watershed District Board during the
May 18th board meeting. October 19 7:00 pm

September 21 7:00 pm

Todd joins eight other managers representing five counties on this November 16 7:00 pm
board. The Sauk River Watershed District includes parts of Stearns,
Todd, Douglas, Meeker, and Pope Counties. Todd is one of four
representatives
from Stearns. The other three representatives for Stearns County include: Dan
Coughlin, Jason Scherping, and Jim Rothstein. Representing Todd County is Jim
Kral and Vern Vangsness. Representing Pope County is Larry Kuseske.
Representing Douglas County is Bob Mostad and representing Meeker County is
Virgil Rettig.

December 21 7:00 pm

Todddés appointment will expire June 3|0,
Watershed District Board are appointed by county commissioners in each
respective county. More information about the appointment process can be
accessed by visiting the Board of Water and Soil Resources website at
www.bwsr.state.mn.us. State laws regarding appointments of Managers are
found in Minnesota Statutes section 103D.311.
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SRWD Summer Tour

The District will be hosting a tour this year which will focus on projects in the

Middle Sauk area. This tour is a chance for District residents to see some of the
projects that the SRWD and willing landowners have partnered on to improve water
quality.

Participants will have a chance to see some of the projects that we have provided
fnding assistance on. Many of the these projects focus on agricultural Best Manage-
ment Practices as well as Shoreland Restoration. Come along and learn how the
SRWD has worked to improve your water quality!

Sinclair Lewis Rain Garden Workshop & Demonstration

Do you wan to install a rain garden on your property but just need to
know where to start? Join us for our workshop & demonstration!

The SRWD will be teaming up with the City of Sauk Centre to hold a
rain garden workshop. Residents may participate in this workshop
which will focus on rain garden installation from start -to-finish. Lecture
topics will focus on the technical aspects of rain garden design such as
calculating the size of your garden and understanding how soil effects
your garden design. Participants will then have a chance to install the
rain garden from start -to-finish and gain the know -how to install a
garden on their own property.

Friends of the Sauk River d Canoe Event

Promote ~ Paddle ~ Protect

Looking for a fun way to enjoy the many scenic stretches of the
Sauk River? Come and explore the beauty of this water resource!

The Friends of the Sauk River will be hosting a canoe event to do
just that. Participants have the option of a 10-mile trip or a
five-mile trip. Canoes will be provided to anyone who would like to
participate, or you can bring your own. Buses will be available to
transport you back to your car at the end of your paddle.
Restrooms will be provided at drop -off points.

Join us for a great day on the Sauk! Mark your calendars for June
26th.

District Fairs and Parades

The SRWD will once again be holding a booth at each of the County Fairs within the District. County Fairs and city
parades are a great way for the District to interact with resident and inform them of the many programs we offer.

In 2009, the District fair booth theme was centered on the benefits of water conservation through rain barrels and rain
gardens and offered information to residents on how to install these practices on their properties. This year the District
booth will focus on Backyard Conservation and the many practices you can do every day to improve your water quality
and enhance wildlife habitat.

Stop in and grab some info or take the opportunity to get to know the District staff who can help you with your water
quality issues!

Stearns County Fair Todd County Fair Douglas County Fair Pope County Fair Meeker County Fair
Sauk Centre Long Prairie Alexandria Glenwood Litchfield

July 29 -August 1 July 29 -August 1 August 19 -22 August 11 -15 August 5 -8







