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Secchi disk readings are taken at every site to 

determine lake transparency (clarity).  For 

consistency of readings, measurements are taken 

on the shady side of the boat without the use of 

sunglasses.  The disk is lowered until it is no 

longer discernible and then raised until it is 

visible.  That depth is the recorded measurement. 

When the team arrives on 

the lake, a GPS unit is used 

to ensure that the sites 

remain consistently in the 

same spot. 

Chemical samples are collected using a 2 meter 

integrated sampler (right) which is a PVC tube 

with a stopper on one end.  After triple rinsing the 

tube, we submerge it in the water vertically and 

cap it.  That sample is then poured into a triple 

rinsed pitcher which is then transferred into the 

sterile sample bottles.  Parameters typically run 

on lakes from the composite sample can include:  

Total Phosphorus, Ortho Phosphorus, Total 

Suspended Solids, Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen, 

Chloride, and Chlorophyll A.  


